The indigenous population of muskoxen (Ovibos moschatus) in North and Northeast Greenland is estimated at 9 500-12 500 which is about the half of the previous estimate. This difference is mainly explained by a much better basis for estimating and to a lesser extent by a general population decrease in Northeast Greenland.
Introduction
and many unpublished reports are also included (e.g. Meltofte 1979).
Presently, updated and rather detailed quantitative information on muskoxen are available from many parts of the natural range. However, the western part of the Kangertiitivaq (Scoresby Sund) area and the region between
Kronprins Christian Land and Independence
Fjord are without or with only scanty recent information.
The introduced population at the Kangerlussuaq area has been surveyed from the air several times in the period 1986 -1990 (Aastrup et al. 1988 , Olesen 1989 , 1990 .
The introduced population in the Ivittuut area has been counted in 1988, 1989, and 1990 from helicopter and from the ground (H. Skolemose pers. comm.).
The other three small introduced populations in Avarnersuaq have not been surveyed since their release and information on these populations is very sparse.
Results and discussion
The indigenous population (Tab. 1, Fig. 1 ).
The distribution of the indigenous muskox po-Rangifer, 12 (1), 1992 pulation is shown in Fig. 1 In total, the indigenous population is estimated at 9 500-12 500 animals (Tab. 1, Fig. 1 in Jameson Land, estimated at 2 950-3 600 in 1989, seems to be stable (Aastrup 1990 ). On the population west of Jameson Land data from 1968 -1970 (Pedersen 1974 , Higgins in litt.) is the only information available. Therefore no trends can be assessed.
In the region between Kong Oscar Fjord (72°N) and Ardencable Fjord (75°N) the population is estimated at 2 900-4 600. The Sirius data show that the muskox population peaked in the early 1970ies followed by a slight decrease during the last two decades. Sittler (1988) In North Greenland, from Nioghalvfjerdsfjorden (79°30'N) to Newman Bugt (82°N, 60°W) the population is estimated at 1 000-1 500 ani- The introduced populations (Table 2 , Fig. 1 ). In total, the introduced muskoxen numbers a little less than 2 700, and at least two of the populations are strongly increasing.
The populations introduced in 1986 and 1987 are protected from hunting, but the Avernarsu- 
